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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Asia Pacific Maritime 2008 scores a perfect 10 

7,058 visitors over 3-days and 42% growth topped by 80% rebooking onsite for 2010 

 

 

Singapore, April 3, 2008 – The 10th instalment of Asia Pacific Maritime 2008 (APM) closed on a record 

high, with 841 participating companies from 52 countries and 7,058 visitors taking part in the 3-day 

exhibition. The show grew by forty-two percent this year, with a thirty-four percent increase in 

international presence and a forty-one percent increase in local participation.  

 

There were ten national pavilions from China, France, Germany, Japan, Norway, Romania, Singapore, 

South Korea, The Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. China took the spotlight as the feature country 

of the year, with 100 China maritime players led by China Chamber of Commerce for Import & Export of 

Machinery & Electronic Products (CCCME), Weichai Power, and supported by the China Association of 

the National Shipbuilding Industry (CANSI). 

 

APM 2008 also saw a strong Middle East presence, with key players such as Thuraya Satellite, Dubai 

Maritime City and Sharjah Ports announcing plans to launch aggressively into Asia. Also breaking new 

ground at APM 2008 was the participation of several Romanian maritime companies exhibiting as part 

of the Romanian national pavilion, signalling the marked growth in the East European shipping industry’s 

presence in Asia Pacific. 

 

Participating companies were impressed with the turnout and quality of the visitors to the show: 
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“We’ve had a good level of interest at our stand. We’re very impressed with the level of exhibitors. There 

is a very good range of manufacturers and equipment suppliers here and also a very good 

representation of the industry. We’ll definitely be back for APM 2010,” said Mr Andy Easdown, Senior 

Vice President, Lloyds Register, Asia. 

 

“APM seems to be a very busy show. A lot of customers and business partners are coming here. We are 

very happy so far with the outcome,” said Mr Peter Kneipp, President and CEO, MTU Asia Pte Ltd. 

 

The response has been very good in these first two days. I have already seen about 300 visitors who 

have come to my booth to exchange ideas and namecards,” said Mr K. Elango, Managing Director, 

EPAS Fire Protection Pte Ltd. 

 

“We’ve had a very positive experience. This is the first time we have been outside of Dubai exhibiting 

ourselves and showcasing what we are all about. We’ve had very positive vibes and we are setting 

forward to do what we wanted to do,” said Mr Raveen Guliani, Regional Sales Manager, Dubai 

Maritime City. 

 

“Yes, we will definitely be back for the next APM. The amount of traffic has been good and the people 

visiting are of a high quality and the companies are very happy indeed,” said Mr John Southerden, 

Director, British Marine Equipment. 

 

APM 2008 remains, as always, a mainstay of serious business transactions. A number of significant deals 

were closed during APM 2008: 

 



 

Reed Exhibitions Pte Ltd  
51 Changi Business Park Central 2 The Signature #07-01 Singapore 486066   

T: (65) 6789 8800  F: (65) 6588 3787  E: apm@reedexpo.com.sg  W: www.apmaritime.com 
Co.Reg.No.197801021N 

 

• CINTA ASIA Singapore (CAS), successfully contracted 16 units of the HYUNDAI HiMSEN Propulsion 

Engine, worth USD20.6 million to Hyundai Heavy Industries. 

• Strategic Marine signed a contract for a 23.9 metre, 60 tonne bollard pull new generation 

compact tug, for the Port of Napier (New Zealand), a symbolic addition to Strategic Marine’s 

order book, as it is the first tug boat signing in the company’s history. 

• VOSTA LMG, a world leading engineering and contracting company for the dredging industry, 

announced a deal with INAI KIARA, a premier dredging company in Malaysia. The deal will see 

VOSTA LMG partnering with INAI KIARA for the fabrication of VOSTA’s CUTTER SUCTION DREDGE 

750 for the regional market.  

 

APM has established itself as the gateway to the maritime industry in Asia, an indispensable platform for 

the sourcing of maritime products, as evidenced by the positive response from the visitors during the 3-

days: 

 

“Quite a lot of well-known exhibitors. The coverage here is quite comprehensive. We’ve got people 

from almost every industry here. My main purpose today is to look out for the latest technology in the 

market and products that we can sell or to work together with the companies exhibiting here. I’ll 

definitely be back for the 2010 exhibition,” said Mr Eric Cheong, Sales Executive, Miltrade Technologies. 

 

“Most of the items that they are marketing today are not in the market yet so this is something new that 

we can introduce to the marine line,” said Mr P. Sasi Naidu, Purchaser, IHC Merwede. 

 

“It’s pretty impressive. Most of the main players are here and I’ll definitely come back again,” said Ms 

Grace Chew, Regional Manager, Kohler Company Power Systems Asia Pacific. 
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“You meet a lot of people here from Europe and the US and many from the local countries. There are 

also a lot of Chinese people here and I think that’s great,” said Mr Bent Warming Hansen, Regional 

Manager Asia Pacific, Seatronics Pte Ltd. 

 

The continued strong support of the industry means that APM 2010 is well on its way to be beating this 

year’s record. 80% of exhibitors have already rebooked for the next edition, with the 10 pavilions 

indicating their interest to be back with a larger presence. With this favourable response, APM 2010 will 

be expanded, taking up two full halls at the Singapore Expo. 

 

“Asia Pacific Maritime has broken exciting new ground in its tenth anniversary year – bigger, bolder and 

increasing our international footprint. We look forward to continue reinforcing APM’s role as the essential 

Maritime Event integrating Marine Engineering, Maritime Services, and Port Technology for the Asia 

Pacific market in 2010,” said Ms Michelle Lim, General Manager, Reed Exhibitions, Singapore. 

 

The next edition of APM will be held from 24 – 26 March 2010 at the Singapore Expo, Halls 3 & 4. For more 

information, visit www.apmaritime.com. 

 

- END - 
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About Reed Exhibitions 

Reed Exhibitions is the world’s leading events organiser. In 2007 Reed brought together over six million 

industry professionals from around the world generating billions of dollars in business. Today Reed events 

are held in 38 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, the Middle East and Asia Pacific, and 

organised by 39 fully staffed offices. 

 

Reed organises a wide range of events, including exhibitions, conferences, congresses and meetings. Its 

portfolio of over 500 events serves 47 industry sectors, including:  

 

Aerospace & aviation, automobiles, building & construction, electronics, energy, engineering, 

entertainment, environment, food & hospitality, gifts, healthcare, IT, jewellery, life sciences & 

pharmaceuticals, property, manufacturing, medical education, packaging & converting, printing & 

visual communication, security, sports & recreation, travel. 

 

Working closely with professional bodies, trade associations and government departments Reed ensures 

that each and every event is targeted and relevant to industry needs. As a result, many Reed events 

are market leaders in their field. 

 

Reed Exhibitions is part of Reed Elsevier Group plc, a FTSE-100 company and world-leading publisher 

and information provider. In 2006, Reed Elsevier made adjusted profit before taxation of £1,052 

million on turnover of £5,398 million.   
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